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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1173

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmittee on Trade & Economc Developnent (originally
sponsored by Representatives Veloria, Conway and Chase)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 12/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to the office of the Wshington state trade
representative; anmending RCW 43.332. 005 and 43.332.010; and adding a
new section to chapter 43.332 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA43.332.005 and 1995 ¢ 350 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislature finds that:

(a) The expansion of international trade is vital to the overall
grow h of Washi ngton's econony;

(b)) On a per capita basis, Washington state is the nost
i nternational trade dependent state in the nation;

(c) The North Anmerican free trade agreenent (NAFTA) and the general
agreenent on tariffs and trade (GATT) highlight the increased
i nportance of international trade opportunities to the United States
and the state of Washi ngton;

(d) The passage of NAFTA and GATT will have a nmmjor inpact on the
state's agriculture, aerospace, conputer software, and textiles and
apparel sectors;
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(e) There is a need to strengthen and coordinate the state's
activities in pronoting and developing its agricultural, manufacturing,
and service industries overseas, especially for small and nmedi um si zed
busi nesses, and mnority and wonen-owned busi ness enterprises; and

(f) The inportance of having a coherent vision for advancing
Washi ngton state's interest in the global econony has rarely been so
consequential as it is now.

(2) The legislature declares that the purpose of the office of the
Washi ngton state trade representative is to.

(a) Strengthen and expand the state's activities in marketing its
goods and services overseas;

(b) Review and analyze proposed international trade agreenents to
assess their inpact on goods and services produced by Washington
busi nesses; and

(c) Informthe leqgislature about ongoing trade negotiations, trade
devel opnent, and the possible inpacts on WAshi ngton's econony.

Sec. 2. RCW43.332.010 and 1995 ¢ 350 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The office of the Washington state trade representative is
created ((under)) in the office of the governor. The office shall
serve as the state's official |iaison with foreign governnents on trade
matters.

({ Fhe—otHiece—ol—the Vashington—state—trade—representative—may
P : oL I I .

(a) Wrk with the departnent of community, trade, and econonic
devel opnent, the departnment of aqgriculture, and other appropriate state
agencies, and within the agencies' existing resources, review and
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anal yze proposed and enacted international trade agreenents and provi de
an_assessnent of the inpact of the proposed or enacted agreenent on
Washi ngton's businesses and firns;

(b) Provide input to the office of the United States trade
representative in the developnent of international trade, comobdity,
and direct investnent policies that reflect the concerns of the state
of WAshi ngt on;

(c) Serve as liaison to the legislature on matters of trade policy
oversight including, but not limted to, updates to the leqgislature
regarding the status of trade negotiations, trade litigation, and the
i npacts of trade policy on WAshi ngton state busi nesses;

(d) Wrk with the international trade division of the departnent of
comunity, trade, and economc developnent and the international
mar keti ng program of the Washington state departnent of agriculture to
develop a statewide strategy designed to increase the export of
Washi ngton goods and services, particularly goods and services from
smal |l and nedi um si zed busi nesses; and

(e) Conduct other activities the governor deens necessary to
pronbte international trade and foreign investnent within the state.

(3) The office shall prepare and subnmt an annual report on its
activities under subsection (2) of this section to the governor and
appropriate commttees of the leqgislature.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 43. 332 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The office of the Washington state trade representative nay accept
or request grants or gifts fromcitizens and other private sources to
be used to defray the costs of appropriate hosting of foreign
dignitaries, including appropriate gift-giving and reciprocal gift-
giving, or other activities of the office. The office shall open and
mai ntain a bank account into which it shall deposit all noney received
under this section. Such noney and the interest accruing thereon shal
not constitute public funds, shall be kept segregated and apart from
funds of the state, and shall not be subject to appropriation or
allotnent by the state or subject to chapter 43.88 RCW

--- END ---
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